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'-Beckley 1s ready to 
hit the newsstands with the m1t1al 

100,000 copies of 
UFO Universe sometime soon ' 

Not since UFO Report 
folded 111 the winter of 
1981 have saucer 
buffs been able to buy 
a magazine at their 
corner drugstore de 
llOted lo U~Os Now 
with two UFO maga 
zmes racing toward 
publicatton the long 
drought 1s about to 
end The underdogs 
In the race to national 
prannence appear to 
be two freelance JOUr • 
nalists from Los An­
geles. Vicki Cooper 
and Sherle Stark 
coeditors and pub­
lishers of th~ sh'oe 
string budgeted Cs/1 
tomis UFO, OOH called 
simply UFO "Cal/for­
ma was dropped from 
the name last year· 
explains Coopet'. "be­
cause we wanted to 
appeal to a wider audience The first issue. dated fall 1986 
enjoyed a press run of 4,000 COpies distributed mainly n 
Los Angeles and San Francisco. Ctrculalion is now up to 
6.000. and Cooper says negotiations are 1n progress with a 
mall bookstore chain which might allow the 48-page bi­
monthly to increase natlOnal exposure We anbclpale a 
quantum leap 1n orculattOn 1f that happens, but certainly we 
can't afford to do it on our own she admits "Not when we're 
living hand to mouth 1SSUe by 1Ssue. 

Indeed the race for hrst in the national sweepst.akes may 
have already been won by TimOlhy Green Beckley. enfant 
temble of UFO pubhshtng. whose previous print forays have 
sometimes been less than accurate (he once touted pic­
tures of a badly burned dead pilot as those of an alien) 
Undaunted by such escap!ides, Beckley defends his 
checkered past 'I've caught some flak, sure," he says, "be­
cause I don't necessarily believe or disbelieve anything. I 
look at myself as a recording historian. You have to under-
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stand that no one 
knows whar s realty 
going on with UFOs· 

Now Beckley may 
be making history 
Backed by a grub­
stake from New York· 
based kung lu and 
nin1a publlshtng mag­
nate Al Wess who re­
portedly once saw a 
UFO h1mseff. Beckley 
says he II be ready 
soon to hit newsstands 
with the m1t1al 100.000 
copies or UFO Um­
verse Th~ premier is­
sue. to be distributed 
by Kable News. lea­
t ures a four-color 
cover (reproduced as 
a pullout centerfOJd) 
and articles like 'John 
Lennon's Close En­
counter and ' Can 
E T ·s Cure Cancer 
and AIDS? 

"We ve got some good people too · Beck1ey boasts.. 'itke 
Brad Steiger on abdUt;hons arid John Keef on men 1n black. 
The cover pnce al the magazine scheduled to appear b1-
moolhly he says w II be ell her $2 50 or $2 95 

Beckley adm ts his own ed1tor1al budgel s embarrass­
ingly sma btit thinks his chances for survival are good 
given the present pub IC attitude toward UFOs If the r1rst 
three issues make 11 he vows we I do others After that 
1t s touch and go But 111 tell you what- if t doesn't make 11. 
no othe1 d1Slributor IS going to touch the subject with a teo­
foot pole Not for some time to come ·· 

Cooper and Stark. meanwhile insist they re in 1t for the 
long run. 'Any UFO magazine is going to open inroads into 
a greater awareness ol our s1tuatton in space:· says Cooper. 
"Righi now we re really at a pnm1t1ve stage when you think 
about it I mean, what's Cl hundred thousand copies on a 
plane! with live billion people who are JUSt beginning to think 
about extraterrestrial llfe?"-DENNIS STACY 
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